
ARTIFACTS THAT MATTER 

THE BIBLE IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM 

Part 2 
Sennacherib and Lachish



Purpose of this series

• Support the Bible
– Real places
– Real people
– Real events
– Accurate descriptions

• Better understand the Bible
• To understand that more knowledge of history 

enriches our understanding of the Bible.









Micah 1:13,16

Harness the chariot to the team of horses,
O inhabitant of Lachish—
She was the beginning of sin
To the daughter of Zion—
Because in you were found
The rebellious acts of Israel.
…
Make yourself bald and cut off your hair,
Because of the children of your delight;
Extend your baldness like the eagle,
For they will go from you into exile.



Isaiah 36:1-2 

1      Now in the fourteenth year of 
King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of 

Assyria came up against all the 
fortified cities of Judah and seized 

them. 
2      And the king of Assyria sent 

Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem 
to King Hezekiah with a large army. 
And he stood by the conduit of the 
upper pool on the highway of the 

fuller’s field.













TAYLOR PRISM

•Mentions Merodach-Baladan, 
king of Babylon (Is. 39:1) who is 
conquered by Sennacherib
•Mentions the tribute that 
Hezekiah sent to Sennacherib (II 
Kings 18:14-16)
•Says he shut up Hezekiah in 
Jerusalem “like a caged bird”





















































PSALM 137:1-3 
1      By the rivers of Babylon, 

There we sat down and wept, 
When we remembered Zion. 

2      Upon the willows in the midst of 
it 
We hung our harps. 

3      For there our captors demanded 
of us songs, 
And our tormentors mirth, 
saying, 
“Sing us one of the songs of 
Zion.”







Tiglath-Pileser III
Or
Pul (II Kings 15:19)













Then David ran and stood over the 
Philistine and took his sword and drew 
it out of its sheath and killed him, and 

cut off his head with it. When the 
Philistines saw that their champion 

was dead, they fled. 
… 

So when David returned from killing 
the Philistine, Abner took him and 
brought him before Saul with the 

Philistine’s head in his hand. 

I Sam. 17:51,57





• As powerful as Sennacherib was, 
he celebrated the destruction of 
Lachish, not the destruction of 
Jerusalem.

• What could possibly explain his 
conquest of every foe except for 
Jerusalem?

• II Kings 18:13-19:36





CONCLUSION

• The Bible is once again confirmed
– Real people
– Real places
– Real events

• Our understanding of the Scriptures should be 
deepened.  
– Perhaps we can better understand Hezekiah’s 

willingness to plunder the temple.
– We become even more impressed with God’s victory 

over Sennacherib
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