
While chapter 12 dealt in part with Christians’ 
behavior among Christians, chapter 13 instructs Christians 
how to live in the secular world, in relation to civil 
government as well as the general population.  While the 
world is serving darkness, Christians live properly and make 
no provision to serve the flesh.

ROMANS 13



ROMANS 13:1-2
CHRISTIAN, BE SUBJECT TO THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES

“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is 
no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are 
appointed by God.
{2} Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of 
God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.”



ROMANS 13:3-7
GOVERNING AUTHORITIES ARE GOD’S MINISTERS

“For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be 
unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 
same. 

{4} For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he 
does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to 
execute wrath on him who practices evil. 

{5} Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for 
conscience’ sake. 

{6} For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers 
attending continually to this very thing. 

{7} Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to 
whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.”



ROMANS 13:8-10
CHRISTIAN, LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 
{9} For the commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You 
shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false 
witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and if there is any other 
commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
{10} Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.”


