
Matthew 28:18-20



• Authority
•The power of rule or government; the power of Him 
whose will and commands must be submitted to by others 
and obeyed

• The power or right to command or rule

• The power or right to act



• Matthew 8:5-10
•To be under the authority of one is to be under their rule 
or command

• Matthew 21:23-27
•To have authority to do a thing is to have the right or 
power granted by the one who the right or power to grant 
it
•Contrast with presuming or usurping

•Two possible sources
•Divine or human



• God has ultimate authority

• Genesis 1:1

• Psalm 103:19

• Romans 13:1



Matthew 28:18-20
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.’ Amen.

• All authority given to Christ
• Philippians 2:9-10



• Preaching Christ involves preaching His authority

• Hebrews 1:1-4
•Prophet

•Priest

•King

• Acts 4:7; 8:12



Matthew 28:18-20
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to 

Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen.”

• Matthew 16:24
• Making disciples includes

• Baptizing
• Teaching

• His authority seen in both
• Baptizing “in the name of”
• Teaching them to observe all things “I have commanded you”

• Positive, divine authority



• If you truly believe and respect the authority of Jesus 
Christ, then:
•You will hear and do the words of Jesus and follow His 
example

•Vss. 19-20

•Observe = keep

• John 12:48

•1 Peter 2:21

•Philippians 2:5



• If you truly believe and respect the authority of Jesus 
Christ, then:
You will hear and do the words of Jesus and follow His example

• You will hear and do the words of the apostles
•Vs. 20

•John 14:26; 16:13-15

•1 Corinthians 14:37



• If you truly believe and respect the authority of Jesus 
Christ, then:
You will hear and do the words of Jesus and follow His example

You will hear and do the words of the apostles

• You will hear and do the words of the New Testament
•2 Peter 1:15

•1 Corinthians 2:13

•Ephesians 3:3-5

•2 Timothy 3:16-17



• If you truly believe and respect the authority of Jesus Christ, 
then:
You will hear and do the words of Jesus and follow His example

You will hear and do the words of the apostles

You will hear and do the words of the New Testament

• You will not use the Old Testament as your authority for 
religious practice today
•Romans 15:4

•Luke 16:16

•Colossians 2:13-17



• If you truly believe and respect the authority of Jesus Christ, 
then:

You will hear and do the words of Jesus and follow His example

You will hear and do the words of the apostles

You will hear and do the words of the New Testament

You will not use the Old Testament as your authority for religious practice today

• You will reject…
•The creed books of men

•The councils, synods, conventions

•The Pope

•Human tradition

•Your own will



• If you truly believe and respect the authority of Jesus Christ, then:
You will hear and do the words of Jesus and follow His example
You will hear and do the words of the apostles
You will hear and do the words of the New Testament
You will not use the Old Testament as your authority for religious practice today
You will reject the creeds and councils of men, human traditions, and your own will

• You will submit to Christ in all aspects of life
• Morally
• Worship
• The choices you make
• How you treat others
• Colossians 3:17
• Matthew 7:21-23



• If you truly believe and respect the authority of Jesus Christ, then:
You will hear and do the words of Jesus and follow His example
You will hear and do the words of the apostles
You will hear and do the words of the New Testament
You will not use the Old Testament as your authority for religious practice today
You will reject the creeds and councils of men, human traditions, and your own will
You will submit to Christ in all aspects of life

• You will continue in that which is written
• John 8:31-32
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-2
• Not go beyond

• 2 John 9
• Grow in

• 2 Peter 3:18



• If you truly believe and respect the authority of Jesus Christ, then:
 You will hear and do the words of Jesus and follow His example
 You will hear and do the words of the apostles
 You will hear and do the words of the New Testament
 You will not use the Old Testament as your authority for religious practice today
 You will reject the creeds and councils of men, human traditions, and your own will
 You will submit to Christ in all aspects of life
 You will continue in that which is written

• You will accept, believe, and practice what Jesus taught about how 
disciples are made
• Hearing the gospel – Romans 10:17
• Believing the gospel – Romans 10:9-10
• Repenting – Acts 17:30
• Confessing Jesus as Lord – Romans 10:9-10
• Being baptized in the name of Jesus

• Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:38



Matthew 28:18-20

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ 

Amen.”


