
I. Greetings (1:1-3)
II. Thanksgiving (1:4-9)
III. Addressing the problem of factions (1:10-4:21)
IV. Addressing problems of morality (5:1-6:20)
V. Answers to questions concerning marriage (7:1-

40)
VI. The proper use of liberties (8:1-11:1)
VII. Addressing problems relating to worship (11:2-

14:40)
VIII. The resurrection (15:1-58)
IX. Instruction regarding the collection for the poor 

saints in Jerusalem, including Paul’s planned visit 
(16:1-9)

X. Concluding remarks (16:10-24)

(Based on Outline in 1 Corinthians, a Study by Mike Willis, 1996, p.vii)



o Chapter 1
oDIVISION

o Chapter 2
o FAITH IN THE WISDOM OF GOD

o Chapter 3
oWORKING TOGETHER ON ONE FOUNDATION

o Chapter 4
o AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLES

o Chapter 5
o THE RIGHT ACTION TOWARD AN IMPENITENT BROTHER



o Chapter 6
o ADDRESSING LAWSUITS AND THE SIN OF FORNICATION

o Chapter 7
oMARRIAGE & DIVORCE

o Chapter 8
o LIBERTIES

o Chapter 9
o ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN



o Chapter 10
o FLEE IDOLATRY

o Chapter 11
oHEAD COVERING and THE LORD’S SUPPER

o Chapter 12
o SPIRITUAL GIFTS

o Chapter 13
o LOVE



o Love does not __________ itself, is not ________ 
up.
o parade, puffed, v.4

oThayer says of puffed up:  “to inflate, blow up, blow 
out, to cause to swell up; to puff up, to make proud; to 
be puffed up, to bear one’s self loftily, be proud” 
(p.660)

o Love does not behave _______.
o rudely, v.5.  “unseemly” (KJV) or “unbecomingly” 

(NASB)



o Love does not ______ ____ _____.
oseek its own, v.5
oDoes not stress personal rights, self-centeredness, 

self-indulgence; does not insist upon its rights, does 
not consider only what it wishes

o Love is not ____________.
o provoked, v.5
o To rouse or provoke to anger, sudden outburst

o Love thinks ___ ______.
ono evil, v.6
oDoes not keep account of evil



o Love does not rejoice in __________.
o Iniquity, v.6
o Iniquity = lawlessness

o Love rejoices in the _______.
o truth, v.6

o Love _______ all things
obears, v.7
oBears injustices and difficulties



o Love __________ all things
obelieves, v.7
oBelieves the best about others unless shown 

otherwise; takes the kindest and best view of others 
and their circumstances; opposite of evil suspicions

o Love _______ all things
o hopes, v.7
o Optimistic, forward-looking, hoping for the best in others

o Love __________ all things
oendures, v.7
oPerseveres through injustice, hardship, sufferings, 

persecution



“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I have become 

sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. {2} And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and 

understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
though I have all faith, so that I could remove 

mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. {3} 
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, 

but have not love, it profits me nothing.”



“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; 
love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; {5} 

does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, thinks no evil; {6} does not rejoice 
in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; {7} bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.”



“Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, 
they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will 

cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 
{9} For we know in part and we prophesy in part. {10} 
But when that which is perfect has come, then that 

which is in part will be done away.  
{11} When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I 

understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things. {12} For 

now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also 

am known.
{13} And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but 

the greatest of these is love”



 The necessity of love was emphasized earlier 
in the letter in regard to the exercise of 
liberties.  The proper exercise of liberties 
required not only knowledge but love also.  
Love was likewise lacking in the Corinthians’ 
attitude toward one another in the possession 
of and the exercise of spiritual gifts.

 Love is active.  It is not enough to say we love.  
If we love, then our attitude, words, and 
actions will show the qualities described in 
this chapter.



 Love is part of the fruit of the Spirit.  Just as 
we must give attention to develop these, we 
must give diligent effort to develop love in our 
character.

 The miraculous spiritual gifts of the first 
century had a purpose, and they had a 
planned end-of-life when that purpose was 
fulfilled.  And this is in contrast to the 
permanence of love. 


