
o The church in Corinth should have _________ 
over the man who had his father’s wife.  Instead, 
they were _______ ____.
oThe church in Corinth should have mourned over the 

man who had his father’s wife.  Instead, they were 
puffed up.

o What action was the church to take toward the 
fornicator among them?

o The purpose of the action was…
o “for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord Jesus”



o Chapter 1
oDIVISION

o Chapter 2
o FAITH IN THE WISDOM OF GOD

o Chapter 3
oWORKING TOGETHER ON ONE FOUNDATION

o Chapter 4
o AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLES

o Chapter 5
o THE RIGHT ACTION TOWARD AN IMPENITENT BROTHER



I. Greetings (1:1-3)
II. Thanksgiving (1:4-9)
III. Addressing the problem of factions (1:10-4:21)
IV. Addressing problems of morality (5:1-6:20)
V. Answers to questions concerning marriage (7:1-

40)
VI. The proper use of liberties (8:1-11:1)
VII. Addressing problems relating to worship (11:2-

14:40)
VIII. The resurrection (15:1-58)
IX. Instruction regarding the collection for the poor 

saints in Jerusalem, including Paul’s planned visit 
(16:1-9)

X. Concluding remarks (16:10-24)

(Based on Outline in 1 Corinthians, a Study by Mike Willis, 1996, p.vii)



“Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to 
law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints? 2 
Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And 

if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to 
judge the smallest matters? 3 Do you not know that we 

shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to 
this life? 4 If then you have judgments concerning things 
pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who are least 

esteemed by the church to judge? 5 I say this to your 
shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, 

not even one, who will be able to judge between his 
brethren? 6 But brother goes to law against brother, and 
that before unbelievers!  7 Now therefore, it is already an 

utter failure for you that you go to law against one 
another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you 
not rather let yourselves be cheated? 8 No, you yourselves 

do wrong and cheat, and you do these things to your 
brethren!”



“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. 
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, 

nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 

And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
Spirit of our God.”



“All things are lawful for me, but all things are not [e]helpful. All 
things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the 

power of [f]any. {13}  Foods for the stomach and the stomach 
for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body 
is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for 
the body. {14}  And God both raised up the Lord and will also 

raise us up by His power.  
{15}  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 

Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a harlot? Certainly not! {16} Or do you not know 
that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the 

two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” {17} But he who is 
joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  

{18}  Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is 
outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins 

against his own body. {19}  Or do you not know that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 

from God, and you are not your own? {20}  For you were bought 
at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 

which are God’s.”



 The Bible gives us principles to solve problems 
among ourselves; let us follow those!  Take for 
example Matthew 18:15-17; Proverbs 18:13; 
Matthew 7:12

 Christians who persist in their sins will not 
inherit the kingdom of God



 At least three principles in this context that have 
wider applicability to more than just fornication.  
These principles should govern the use of our 
bodies in order for God to be glorified:
◦ Helpful rather than detrimental
◦ Self-control rather than passion-controlled
◦ God-ruled rather than sin-ruled

 The wisdom of the world is:  “It’s my body and I 
can do with it what I want to.”
◦ The truth:  Our bodies are not ours to do with however 

we wish
◦ We have been saved that we may glorify God in our 

body and in our spirit


