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 A man, an axe, and a tree
 The axe is the instrument used by 

the man to chop down the tree

 The Holy Spirit, the Word, and the sinner
 The gospel is the instrument used by

the Holy Spirit to convict and to convert

the sinner

 The word of God is the Spirit’s instrument

 Ephesians 6:17



The Working of the Holy Spirit through the Instrument of the Word

The Holy Spirit The Work or action The Word – the instrument

John 16:8 Convicts the world John 16:13, 14; Acts 2:14…37; Titus 1:9; 
2 Timothy 4:2

John 3:5,8 Begets 1 Peter 1:22-23; James 1:18; 
1 Corinthians 4:15

1 Corinthians 6:11 Cleanses by washing Ephesians 5:25-27

1 Corinthians 6:11; 2 Thessalonians
2:13

Sanctifies John 17:17; Acts 26:16-18; 2 
Thessalonians 2:13

1 Corinthians 6:11 Justifies Romans 5:1 and 10:17

Revelation 22:17 Calls 2 Thessalonians 2:14

Titus 3:4-5 Saves James 1:21

Ephesians 5:18-19 Dwells in Colossians 3:16

Ephesians 3:16 Strengthens Acts 20:32

Acts 9:31 Comforts 1 Thessalonians 4:18

Romans 15:13 Gives hope Romans 15:4; Colossians 1:5; Titus 1:2-3

Acts 7:51-53 Is resisted 2 Timothy 3:8

Hebrews 3:7-11 Warns, Urges Hebrews 4:7; Psalm 95:7ff

Romans 8:14 Leads Psalm 119:105



The Holy Spirit convicts through the Word
John 16:8
 “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 

of judgment”

John 16:13, 14
 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for 

He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and 
He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine 
and declare it to you.”

Acts 2:14; 37
 “But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, ‘Men of 

Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my 
words.’…Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’”

2 Timothy 4:2
 “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 

with all longsuffering and teaching.”

Titus 1:9
 “…holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 

sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.”



One is born of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God

John 3:5-8
 “Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You 
must be born again.’  The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, 
but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.”

1 Peter 1:22-23
 “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere 

love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,  having been born 
again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives 
and abides forever…”

 “Now the parable is this:  The seed is the word of God”  (Luke 8:11)
 “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom”  (Matthew 13:19)

James 1:18
 “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures”

1 Corinthians 4:15
 “For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have 

many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.”



The Holy Spirit cleanses by washing by the Word

1 Corinthians 6:11
 “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are 

sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”

Ephesians 5:25-27
 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and 
cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He 
might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be 
holy and without blemish.”



The Holy Spirit sanctifies through the truth

1 Corinthians 6:11

 “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God.”

John 17:17

 “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.  As You sent Me into the 
world, I also have sent them into the world.  And for their sakes I 
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. I do not 
pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through 
their word;…”

2 Thessalonians 2:13

 “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren 
beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for 
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth,…”



The Holy Spirit justifies through the Word

1 Corinthians 6:11
 “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, 

but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.”

Romans 5:1
 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”

Romans 10:17
 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 

the word of God.”



Revelation 22:17
 “And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” 

And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let 
him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let 
him take the water of life freely.”

 The _______ says “Come!”  The Holy Spirit 
is inviting all who desire.  He is calling.



Revelation 22:17
 “And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” 

And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let 
him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let 
him take the water of life freely.”

 The Spirit says “Come!”  The Holy Spirit is 
inviting all who desire.  He is calling.



2 Thessalonians 2:13-14

 “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for 
you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God 
from the beginning chose you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, to 
which He called you by our gospel, for the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

 The Thessalonians were called by the ________.



2 Thessalonians 2:13-14

 “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for 
you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God 
from the beginning chose you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, to 
which He called you by our gospel, for the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

 The Thessalonians were called by the gospel.



The Holy Spirit calls through the Word

Revelation 22:17
 “And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let 

him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who 
thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 
water of life freely.”

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14
 “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for 

you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God 
from the beginning chose you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, to 
which He called you by our gospel, for the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



Titus 3:4-5
 “But when the kindness and the love of God 

our Savior toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved us, 
through the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit,…”

 God saved us through the ________ of the 
_____ ________.



Titus 3:4-5
 “But when the kindness and the love of God 

our Savior toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved us, 
through the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit,…”

 God saved us through the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit.



James 1:21
 “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and 

overflow of wickedness, and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able 
to save your souls.”

 What saves?
 the __________ ______ .



James 1:21
 “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and 

overflow of wickedness, and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able 
to save your souls.”

 What saves?
 The implanted word



The Holy Spirit saves through the Word

Titus 3:4-5
 “But when the kindness and the love of God our 

Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according 
to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,…”

James 1:21
 “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 

wickedness, and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.”



Ephesians 5:18-19
 “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 

dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
speaking to one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, 
giving thanks always for all things to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

 Christians are commanded to ___  _______ 
with ___ _______.



Ephesians 5:18-19
 “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 

dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
speaking to one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, 
giving thanks always for all things to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

 Christians are commanded to be filled with 
the Spirit.



Colossians 3:16
 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 

all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.”

 What should Christians let dwell in them?   
____ ______ ___ _______



Colossians 3:16
 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 

all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.”

 What should Christians let dwell in them?   
the word of Christ



The Holy Spirit dwells in the Christian through the Word

Ephesians 5:18-19
 “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 

dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Colossians 3:16
 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord.”



Ephesians 3:16
 “that He would grant you, according to the 

riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
might through His Spirit in the inner man,”

 Christians need to be ____________ 
through  _____ __________.



Ephesians 3:16
 “that He would grant you, according to the 

riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
might through His Spirit in the inner man,”

 Christians need to be strengthened through 
His Spirit.



Acts 20:32
 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God 

and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up and give you an inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified.”

 What will build up Christians?  ____ ______ 
__ _____ _______.



Acts 20:32
 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God 

and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up and give you an inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified.”

 What will build up Christians?  the word of 
His grace



The Holy Spirit strengthens us through the Word

Ephesians 3:16
 “that He would grant you, according to the riches of 

His glory, to be strengthened with might through 
His Spirit in the inner man,”

Acts 20:32
 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to 

the word of His grace, which is able to build you up 
and give you an inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified.”



Acts 9:31
 “Then the churches throughout all Judea, 

Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were 
edified.  And walking in the fear of the Lord 
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they 
were multiplied.”

 Christians were living in the ______ of the 
______ _______.



Acts 9:31
 “Then the churches throughout all Judea, 

Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were 
edified.  And walking in the fear of the Lord 
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they 
were multiplied.”

 Christians were living in the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit.



1 Thessalonians 4:18
 “Therefore comfort one another with these 

words.”

 Comfort one another with _____ ______.  
What words?   Words which are  _________ 
of God (2 Timothy 3:16)



1 Thessalonians 4:18
 “Therefore comfort one another with these 

words.”

 Comfort one another with these words.  
What words?   Words which are inspired of 
God (2 Timothy 3:16)



The Holy Spirit comforts Christians through the 
Word

Acts 9:31
 “Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, 

and Samaria had peace and were edified.  And 
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.”

1 Thessalonians 4:18
 “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”



Romans 8:11-14
 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 

dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who dwells in you. Therefore, brethren, we 
are debtors – not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live..  For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”

 To whom was the Romans letter written?  _____ 
Romans 1:7)

 Who is said to dwell in saints?  ____ ______ 
_______

 Saints – sons of God – are _____ by the Spirit of 
God.



Romans 8:11…14
 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 

dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who dwells in you. Therefore, brethren, we 
are debtors – not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh.  For if you live according to the flesh you will 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live..  For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”

 To whom was the Romans letter written?  saints
Romans 1:7)

 Who is said to dwell in saints?  the Holy Spirit
 Saints – sons of God – are led by the Spirit of God.



Romans 8:5
 “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 

of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit”  (NKJV)

 “For they that are after the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but they 
that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.”  (ASV)

 Saints are ones who live according to ___ _______.
 They are ones who do what with what?  (ASV)  They _____ the ______ 

of the _______.
 What are the things of the Spirit?

 1 Corinthians 2:10-13:  “But unto us God revealed them through the 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 
For who among men knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of the 
man, which is in him? even so the things of God none knoweth, save the 
Spirit of God But we received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
which is from God; that we might know the things that were freely given 
to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in words which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual 
things with spiritual words.”

 The things of the Spirit are the things of God – His mind revealed by the 
Holy Spirit through the apostles.  That’s God’s word revealed to men.



Romans 8:5
 “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 

of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit”  (NKJV)

 “For they that are after the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but they 
that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.”  (ASV)

 Saints are ones who live according to the Spirit
 They are ones who do what with what?  (ASV)  They mind the things of 

the Spirit.
 What are the things of the Spirit?

 1 Corinthians 2:10-13:  “But unto us God revealed them through the 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 
For who among men knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of the 
man, which is in him? even so the things of God none knoweth, save the 
Spirit of God But we received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
which is from God; that we might know the things that were freely given 
to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in words which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual 
things with spiritual words.”

 The things of the Spirit are the things of God – His mind revealed by the 
Holy Spirit through the apostles.  That’s God’s word revealed to men.



Psalm 119:105

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
light unto my path.”

What is a lamp unto the feet and light 
unto the path?  ____ _______

Described here is the guiding or leading
nature of the word of God.



Psalm 119:105

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
light unto my path.”

What is a lamp unto the feet and light 
unto the path?   Thy word

Described here is the guiding or leading
nature of the word of God.



The Holy Spirit leads through the Word

Romans 8:11-14
 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. Therefore, 
brethren, we are debtors – not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh.  For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if 
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live..  
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God.”

Romans 8:5
 “For they that are after the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but 

they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.”  (ASV)

Psalm 119:105
 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto my path.”



Acts 7:51-53
 “‘You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 

ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your 
fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did 
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those 
who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom 
you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 
who have received the law by the direction of angels 
and have not kept it.’”

 What action were his hearers charged with?   
___________

 Who did Stephen say his hearers were resisting?  
___ _______ _______

 Who else did Stephen say had resisted the Holy 
Spirit? ____ ________



Acts 7:51-53
 “‘You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 

ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your 
fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did 
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those 
who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom 
you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 
who have received the law by the direction of angels 
and have not kept it.’”

 What action were his hearers charged with doing? 
resisting

 Who did Stephen say his hearers were resisting?  
the Holy Spirit

 Who else did Stephen say had resisted the Holy 
Spirit?  your fathers



2 Timothy 3:6-8
 “For of this sort are those who creep into 

households and make captives of gullible 
women loaded down with sins, led away by 
various lusts, always learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.  Now as 
Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do 
these also resist the truth: men of corrupt 
minds, disapproved concerning the faith;”

 The sort of men described in this context were 
guilty of doing what?  ___________  ____ 
_______



2 Timothy 3:6-8
 “For of this sort are those who creep into 

households and make captives of gullible 
women loaded down with sins, led away by 
various lusts, always learning and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth.  Now 
as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so 
do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt 
minds, disapproved concerning the faith;”

 The sort of men described in this context 
were guilty of doing what?  resisting the truth



The Holy Spirit is resisted by resisting His instrument, the truth

Acts 7:51-53
 “‘You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You 

always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.  
Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they 
killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom 
you now have become the betrayers and murderers, who have 
received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.’”

2 Timothy 3:6-8
 “For of this sort are those who creep into households and make 

captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by 
various lusts, always learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.  Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted 
Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, 
disapproved concerning the faith;”


