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Hebrews 12:1-4

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 

faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For 

consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners 
against Himself, lest you become weary and 

discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted 
to bloodshed, striving against sin.”
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“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses…”

• Hebrews 11
• James 5:17
• Romans 15:4





• Parable of the sower
• Matthew 13:22; Mark 4:19; Luke 8:14

• Cares, riches, pleasures of life, desire for other things

• “Choked”….”Unfruitful”

• Matthew 6:25-34

• 1 Corinthians 6:12



• Genesis 4:7

• 1 John 3:4

• Commission
• Galatians 5:19-21

• Omission
• James 4:17
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• Jesus is the author or originator of faith
• Provided the perfect example of faith and obedience

• Hebrews 5:8

• He is our head and leader in the faith

• Jesus is the finisher or completer of our fait
• Leads us to the end of our faith

• 1 Peter 1:9 





How could He endure the cross?

• The joy set before Him:  a great motivator

• Isaiah 53:10-11

• Philippians 3:8-11, 14 

• 1 Peter 1:6-9

• 2 Timothy 4:8

• The goal of the heavenly prize is the joy set before us



How could He endure the cross?

• He despised the shame

• 1 Peter 2:23

• 2 Timothy 1:12

• 1 Peter 4:16

• 1 Peter 3:15-17

• Acts 20:24



• The way to glory is through suffering for Christ

• Romans 8:17



• John 15:18-25

• Matthew 10:24

• Hebrews 4:14-16



• Deuteronomy 1:28

• Galatians 6:9

• 1 Corinthians 9:27
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