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1 Corinthians 16:1-4

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I gave 
order to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye. Upon the 
first day of the week let each one of you lay by him in store, 
as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I 
come. And when I arrive, whomsoever ye shall approve, 
them will I send with letters to carry your bounty unto 
Jerusalem: and if it be meet for me to go also, they shall 
go with me
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2 Corinthians 8:1-15
Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia: that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy 
and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality. For I bear witness 
that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 
imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of 
the ministering to the saints. And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave 
themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God. So we urged Titus, that 
as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in you as well. But as you 
abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your 
love for us—see that you abound in this grace also.  I speak not by commandment, 
but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence of others. For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.  And in this I give 
advice: It is to your advantage not only to be doing what you began and were 
desiring to do a year ago; but now you also must complete the doing of it; that as 
there was a readiness to desire it, so there also may be a completion out of what 
you have. For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one 
has, and not according to what he does not have.  For I do not mean that others 
should be eased and you burdened; but by an equality, that now at this time your 
abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance also may supply your lack—
that there may be equality. As it is written, “He who gathered much had nothing left 
over, and he who gathered little had no lack.”



2 Corinthians 8:1-5

Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of 
God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia:  that in a 
great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.  For I 
bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond 
their ability, they were freely willing,  imploring us with much 
urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of 
the ministering to the saints.  And not only as we had 
hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then 
to us by the will of God.
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2 Corinthians 8:6-15
So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete
this grace in you as well.  But as you abound in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that 
you abound in this grace also.  I speak not by commandment, but I am 
testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence of others.  For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might 
become rich.  And in this I give advice: It is to your advantage not only 
to be doing what you began and were desiring to do a year ago; but 
now you also must complete the doing of it; that as there was a 
readiness to desire it, so there also may be a completion out of what 
you have.  For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
what one has, and not according to what he does not have.  For I do 
not mean that others should be eased and you burdened; but by an 
equality, that now at this time your abundance may supply their lack, 
that their abundance also may supply your lack—that there may be 
equality. As it is written, “He who gathered much had nothing left over, 
and he who gathered little had no lack.”
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2 Corinthians 9:1-15
Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you; 
for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that 
Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority. Yet I have 
sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this respect, that, as I 
said, you may be ready; lest if some Macedonians come with me and find you 
unprepared, we (not to mention you!) should be ashamed of this confident boasting. 
Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren to go to you ahead of time, 
and prepare your generous gift beforehand, which you had previously promised, 
that it may be ready as a matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation.  But 
this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is 
able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may have an abundance for every good work. As it is written:  “He has 
dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever.”  
Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and 
multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, 
while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving 
through us to God. For the administration of this service not only supplies the 
needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God, 
while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your 
confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all 
men, and by their prayer for you, who long for you because of the exceeding grace 
of God in you. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!



2 Corinthians 9:1-7
Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for 
me to write to you; for I know your willingness, about which I 
boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia was ready a year 
ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority. Yet I have sent 
the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this 
respect, that, as I said, you may be ready; lest if some 
Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not to 
mention you!) should be ashamed of this confident boasting. 
Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren to go to 
you ahead of time, and prepare your generous gift beforehand, 
which you had previously promised, that it may be ready as a 
matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation.  But this I 
say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give 
as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 
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2 Corinthians 9:8-15
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an 
abundance for every good work.  As it is written:  “He has 
dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness 
endures forever.”  Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, 
and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown 
and increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are 
enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes 
thanksgiving through us to God.  For the administration of this 
service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is 
abounding through many thanksgivings to God,  while, through 
the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of 
your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal 
sharing with them and all men,  and by their prayer for you, who 
long for you because of the exceeding grace of God in you.  
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!
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Philippians 4:10-20
But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has 
flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked 
opportunity. Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 
whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens me.   Nevertheless you have 
done well that you shared in my distress. Now you Philippians know 
also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 
Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving 
but you only. For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for 
my necessities. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds 
to your account. Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having 
received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling 
aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. And my God 
shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Jesus. Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling 
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But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has 
flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked 
opportunity. Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 
whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both 
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Putting it all together…

• Laying by in store, the church making up a 
collection: 
o Is universally applicable

o Is a command for each Christian

o Is on the first day of the week

o Is done providently



Putting it all together…

• The Macedonians first gave themselves to the Lord
o Submission

o Devotion

o Priority

• Regarding priority..

1. Groceries
2. Mortgage payment
3. Taxes
4. Save for emergencies
5. Gasoline
6. Utilities
7. Retirement fund
8. Clothing
9. Other
10. The Lord’s work

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.



Putting it all together…

• Giving is
o A grace – the contributing is an act of favor, goodwill, and 

lovingkindness

o A fellowship, a sharing, a partaking

• A sharing with the ones in need

• A fellowship in the distresses of the preacher

• A fellowship in the preaching of the gospel

o A caring

o A proof of the sincerity of our love

o A fruit of the Christian

o An expression of worship to God



Putting it all together…

• Giving involves
o Desire within the heart and zealousness about it

• Not apathy or indifference

o A willing heart

• Not reluctance

o Readiness

• Not unpreparedness

o Purposing – planning and forethought

• Not an afterthought

o Commitment to complete

• Not procrastination nor desire dying on the vine



Putting it all together…

• Giving involves attitudes of
o Liberality, generosity

• Not stinginess

o Joy and cheerfulness

• Not grudging

o Freely willing

• Not a feeling of coercion

o Faith and trust in God that He will take care of us still

• Not doubt



Putting it all together…

• The accomplishments of the collection…
o Supplies needs of the saints

o Supports the preacher in his work

o Is a fellowship (sharing) in the preaching of the gospel

o The giver is blessed and enriched

o Zeal stirs up others

o Strengthens the bonds of brotherly affection

o Many thanksgivings to God – worship

• Giving begins with thankfulness and ends with it

o Glory to God


